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ENVIRONMENTAL
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Introduction

Stakeholder Forum for a Sustainable Future is conducting a consultation with global stakeholders in preparation for the UN High Level Event on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) on 25th September 2008. The consultation will be in preparation for the Roundtable on Environmental Sustainability, and will produce a compilation document of stakeholder views. This compilation is being done with the support of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and funded by the UK Department for International Development (DFID).
Stakeholder Forum has set up a temporary website for this consultation.

Please visit http://mdg.stakeholderforum.org for information and updates.

About the MDG High Level Event 

Having crossed the halfway point towards 2015, the deadline for achieving the MDGs, the United Nations Secretary General and the President of the UN General Assembly have jointly called for a High-Level Event on the status of the MDGs.  The meeting will take place at the UN Headquarters in New York on 25th September 2008.  

The over-arching aim of the MDG High Level Event is to bring together governments, civil society and representatives from the private sector to: 

· review the progress already made towards achieving the Goals and associated targets

· identify policy and implementation gaps

· produce concrete efforts, resources and mechanisms to bridge those gaps.  

The meeting aims generate commitments from world leaders to ‘announce their specific plans and proposals’ and as such send a clear message to the Doha Review Conference. 

Three Roundtables will be held in parallel to the Plenary which will focus on the following themes:

Poverty and Hunger; Education and Health and Environmental Sustainability.  There will be two cross-cutting themes on Gender and Global Partnerships for Development.  The roundtables aim to generate issue-based discussions on progress made to date, problems encountered, and commitments for the next eight years to ensure that the Goals are met.  To find out more background information on the High Level Event, please visit:
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2008highlevel/
Stakeholder Forum is conducting a consultation with global stakeholders for the Roundtable on Environmental Sustainability, identifying the key challenges for achieving the 7th Millennium Development Goal (MDG-7), to ‘Ensure Environmental Sustainability’.  
The Consultation 
We are asking stakeholders to complete the questionnaire below (p6). Please note that any views you express through the questionnaire should also be put directly to your government, so that messages are communicated at all levels. 

Stakeholder Forum understands that there is limited time available for this consultation. To help alleviate this issue, we will be building on the synthesis document of stakeholder inputs that was the outcome of a consultation in preparation for the UN ECOSOC Annual Ministerial Review in July 2008, which also focussed on MDG-7. You can find out more about that particular consultation, and download the document at:

http://amr.stakeholderforum.org/index.php?id=outputs
We are asking stakeholders to use this document as a resource and to build on the points it raises. We are also asking similar questions to the previous consultation, whilst also incorporating additional focus. This will help reduce the workload for those who took part in the previous consultation.

To help focus this consultation as much as possible, Stakeholder Forum refers you to the Secretary General’s Background Note for the High Level Event which provides some background information on the issues concerned. We advise you to refer to the section on Environmental Sustainability on page 12, which provides the focus for the Round Table on Environmental Sustainability. You can download this at:

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2008highlevel/pdf/commiting.pdf
This section is also included as an Appendix at the end of this document.
Please note that discussions on water supply and sanitation issues will take place under the Education and Health Roundtable. However, water resources and management issues will be discussed under the Environmental Sustainability Roundtable, so Stakeholder Forum will seek input specifically on this area for the consultation.  
Instructions

Please fill in your name, organisation and contact details at the top of the questionnaire.  Please also indicate which Major Group(s) category best describes your organisation.
Please simply write your answers below each question and return the completed questionnaire to mdg@stakeholderforum.org no later than 5th September 2008. We apologise for the limited time available, but Stakeholder Forum aims to distribute the synthesis document and key messages no later than 15th September, and sufficient time is required for the production of this document. 
If you have any further questions, please email: hstoddart@stakeholderforum.org and mdg@stakeholderforum.org. 
Additional Information

What are the targets of the 7th Millennium Development Goal (MDG-7)?

MDG-7 reads as follows:

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability

· Target 7a: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes; reverse loss of environmental resources

· Target 7b: Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, a significant reduction in the rate of loss
· Target 7c: Reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water
· Target 7d: Achieve significant improvement in lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers, by 2020

Please note that for the purpose of this consultation, Stakeholder Forum will be dealing with only the first three targets due to time constraints. 

Who are global stakeholders?

For the purposes of this consultation, Stakeholder Forum is defining stakeholders according to the ‘Major Groups’ model. Agenda 21, the outcome document from the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development, also referred to as the Rio Earth Summit, categorised global civil society and stakeholders into 9 Major Groups:

· Women

· Children and Youth

· Science and Technological Communities
· NGOs

· Trade Unions

· Business and Industry

· Local Government

· Indigenous Peoples

· Farmers

These are broad categories intended to capture those constituencies around the world who have a ‘stake’ in sustainable development and are affected by global policy-making. 

How will inputs from stakeholders be used?

Stakeholder Forum will gather responses to the stakeholder questionnaire and produce a synthesis document that pulls out the main points of consensus. It will also draw on existing research and reports by organisations that represent the 9 Major Groups and have been identified by them.  This document will include an executive summary that makes some key recommendations for policy makers.

The document with key messages and recommendations will be circulated to relevant decision-makers and representatives at the Permanent Missions to the UN who will be taking part in the negotiations. 

Stakeholder Forum will also seek to co-ordinate a pre-event meeting on 23rd September with representatives from the Permanent Missions to the UN, to share the findings from the consultation. 
It should be noted here that 6 civil society representatives (3 from the North, 3 from the South) are being selected to take part in the 3 Roundtables – 2 representatives per Roundtable. The selection process is being administered by the United Nations non-Governmental Liaison Service (UNNGLS) and the Millennium Campaign. Stakeholder Forum will liaise with the selected participants to ensure that the messages from the consultation are communicated on all levels.

For more information and updates on general civil society involvement in the MDG High Level Event, please visit: http://www.un-ngls.org/site/article.php3?id_article=520 

We would underline that any views you put to us please also put directly to your government, so that your views are represented at a number of levels. 

The Future: What next?

Stakeholder Forum is dealing specifically with the Roundtable on Environmental Sustainability. This is an area which is increasingly recognised as the cornerstone of sustainable development and poverty alleviation. Though the phenomenon of climate change has long been observed by the scientific community, it is only in recent years that policy-makers have recognised the urgency of the issue. Indeed, even since the pledging of the Millennium Development Goals, climate change has moved significantly up the international agenda to become a priority issue. 

Through the consultation for the Roundtable on Environmental Sustainability, Stakeholder Forum hopes the message to decision-makers will enable us all to redouble efforts to deliver the MDGs: the inputs from stakeholders for this consultation will serve as one step in a longer-term process of mainstreaming environmental sustainability for pro-poor, and ultimately pro-people development.

As the Millennium Development Goals do not prioritise climate change as a top-line issue, and as the achievement of the targets as yet takes little consideration of the environmental constraints within which a burgeoning global population operates, Stakeholder Forum hopes that this consultation will help to identify the major priorities to achieve environmentally sustainable development, and in doing so begin to chart the key priorities ‘Up to and Beyond 2015’. 

As part of this wider strategy, Stakeholder Forum with the Global Campaign for Action Against Poverty and Peacechild International is co-organising a meeting on 26th September in New York with key thinkers and representatives from civil society to launch a ‘Beyond 2015’ network. The meeting will be limited to key representatives from North and South to make the initial discussions manageable. The resulting network will be open to civil society representatives from all over the world to share thinking on what the key priorities should be up to and Beyond 2015.

For more information on this process, please email Felix Dodds, Executive Director at Stakeholder Forum on: fdodds@stakeholderforum.org
Questionnaire
Name:

Organisation:

Contact details: 
Major Group:
**Please note that we appreciate any contribution you can make to the questionnaire but do not expect you to answer every question if it is not your area of expertise. The bullet-points are intended as guidance and you are welcome to choose your area of focus, and introduce other issues that you feel are important.**
Please simply write your answers below each question and return the completed questionnaire to mdg@stakeholderforum.org no later than 5th September 2008.
Integration of sustainable development principles into national strategies

Relevant target:

· Target 7a: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes; reverse loss of environmental resources 

1. What are the main barriers for countries in integrating the objectives of sustainable development, i.e. economic growth, social development and environmental protection into their development strategies and in the planning and implementation processes of these strategies? You are invited to, but not restricted to, comment on the following issues: 

· Conflicting/overlapping responsibility of different departments 

· Lack of human, institutional and infrastructure capacity

· Unsustainable patterns of consumption and production

· Lack of integration of SD into macro-economic planning

· Lack of international coherence

2. What recommendations do you have for increasing the incorporation of sustainable development into national strategies, including Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers? 

Natural Resources and Biodiversity

Relevant target:
· Target 7b: Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, a significant reduction in the rate of loss

Biodiversity and ecosystems are under unprecedented stress. The fourth Global Environment Outlook Report (GE0-4), released by the UN Environment Programme in 2007 points to the unsustainable pressure on the world’s resources, leading to dwindling availability of freshwater, deforestation and loss of fertile land, and rapidly declining fish-stocks, to name but a few examples. The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment has found that over the past 50 years, humans have changed ecosystems more rapidly and extensively than in any comparable period of time in human history, largely to meet rapidly growing demands for food, fresh water, timber, fiber and fuel. This has resulted in a substantial and largely irreversible loss in the diversity of life on Earth. 
3. In light of this global emergency, what mechanisms exist for preserving and restoring biodiversity and ecosystems? What role can be played by:
· Providing incentives for the protection and sustainable use of natural resource - valuation of ecosystem services, Payment for ecosystem services (PES)
· Policy frameworks and regulation

· Regional and international agreements and cooperation

· International policy and law

· Environmental Management 

· Protected conservation areas

Energy and Climate Change
Relevant target:
· Target 7a: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes; reverse loss of environmental resources 
· Target 7b: Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, a significant reduction in the rate of loss

Climate change will serve to exacerbate an already fragile global environment as water scarcity becomes an increasing problem and ecosystems are disturbed by even subtle changes in temperature and weather patterns. 

4. To mitigate the most extreme effects of climate change, how can ambitious carbon emissions reduction targets be met? How should the following challenges be approached:

· Meeting increasing demand for energy for development, whilst simultaneously lowering carbon emissions. 
· Increasing the production of renewable energy and reducing reliance on fossil fuels
· Changing consumption and production patterns to reduce carbon emissions

· Sustainable production of biofuels – ensuring minimum carbon emissions and preventing land and water resources being diverted from food production. 

· Designing and implementing climate change adaptation strategies to enhance resilience to inevitable climate change

In answering the above question, you are invited to consider the role of:

· Public investment and enabling policy frameworks

· Private sector – technology development and investment

· International community, cooperation and global agreements 

· The role of the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM)  and the Global Environment Facility (GEF)
Water Resources 

Relevant target:
· Target 7c: Reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water
Today, about 700 million people in 43 countries live below the waterstress threshold; by 2025, more than 3 billion people could be living in water-stressed countries. Water scarcity is caused by a combination of unsustainable management of available water resources, and changing climatic conditions that reduce water availability. 

5. What mechanisms can be employed to meet demands in an environmentally sound manner whilst water availability decreases? You are invited to consider:

· The role of integrated water resources management – how can countries ensure equitable distribution of water among competing users?

· Enhancing water efficiency – what policies and technologies can be employed?

· Demand and supply management

· The role of regional and transboundary agreements on the use of water resources. 
· The role of environmental flows
6. How can pollution of water resources be reduced? You are invited to consider:
· The role of Payment for Ecosystem Services 

· Wastewater treatment technologies

· Fresh and blue water linkages

**End of Questionnaire**
Appendix 1
Secretary General’s Background Note:

Section on Environmental sustainability 
(See also http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/2008highlevel/pdf/commiting.pdf)
36. Environmental degradation can undermine efforts aimed at sustainable development and therefore the Millennium Development Goals, as the rural poor, in particular, often depend on the natural resource base for their livelihoods. Such degradation erodes the natural adaptability of ecosystems, which in the past has ensured their resilience in situations of disaster and saved both lives and livelihoods. Better management presents an opportunity for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. Indeed, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment in 2003 concluded that any progress achieved in addressing the goals of poverty and hunger eradication, improved health and environmental protection is unlikely to be

sustained if most of the services provided by the ecosystems upon which humanity relies continue to be degraded. The urban poor also suffer from degraded conditions in rapidly growing slum communities. Integrating poverty and environmental concerns into the mainstream of development policy, planning and investments therefore remains an urgent priority.

37. Crucial to making progress towards sustainable development is broad public participation, including the poor and marginalized groups, in decision-making and implementation. Also essential are the principles of intergenerational and intragenerational equity in the use of the earth’s resources. Since the convening of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (the Earth Summit) in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, and, most recently, with the sobering findings of the fourth assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the world has become acutely aware of the need for stronger international cooperation and a more equitable sharing of resources to address global sustainability challenges.

Integration of sustainable development principles into national strategies

38. Despite the contribution of the environment and natural resources to poverty reduction and development, the sector remains largely underfinanced in many countries, even though more than 80 countries have implemented national sustainable development strategies which involve broad participation by all major stakeholders. Clearly, an implementation gap remains between the commitments in those strategies and progress on the ground. It is important to integrate national sustainable development strategies with other development planning processes, such as poverty reduction strategies. This is both a pathway to reinforcing linkages among the environment, development and poverty reduction agendas, thereby driving collective progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals, and a critical instrument for securing and harmonizing support from donor

governments, international organizations and major groups.

39. Natural disasters and extreme events can set back progress. The more severe the disaster or event and the more vulnerable the community, the bigger the setback. Climate change is intensifying a variety of disasters, including extreme weather events, storm surges, floods and droughts. It is therefore vital that national development strategies incorporate measures aimed at strengthened community resilience through economic development, increased income diversification, strengthened natural and infrastructural defences, and improved disaster preparedness.

Natural resources and biodiversity
40. In spite of the increase of forest area managed in a sustainable manner, deforestation worldwide — mostly owing to land use change — continues at a disturbing rate of about 13 million hectares a year. The rate of loss has been fastest in some of the world’s most biologically diverse regions and old growth forest

ecosystems, including SouthEast Asia, Oceania, Latin America and sub Saharan Africa. This is contributing to climate change, loss of biodiversity and increased risk of natural disasters, and is threatening the livelihoods of forest dependent rural families and indigenous peoples. Many forest rich

countries need financial resources, as well as improved technology and capacity, to implement sustainable, participatory forest management and conservation practices that are consistent with national development strategies.

41. In many places, soil and freshwater resources are being severely depleted and degraded; climate change will exacerbate these problems, including through more extensive desertification. Some ecosystems, such as lakes and marine areas, remain largely unprotected despite the proportion of protected areas globally having gone up: by 2006, about 20 million square kilometres of land and sea were under protection. Yet only a fraction of these protected areas — about 2 million square kilometres — are marine ecosystems, despite their important role in the sustainability of fish stocks and coastal livelihoods.

42. More and more fish stocks are overexploited, threatening the most important source of animal protein for billions of people. Increased largescale industrial fishing and poorly regulated access to fisheries have exacerbated the problem. Currently, only 22 per cent of the world’s fisheries are sustainable, compared to

40 per cent in 1975.

43. Despite these constraints, there are promising examples of conservation and rehabilitation of natural resources and ecosystems that reduce poverty. For example, a number of community-based initiatives in the developing world have shown positive environmental and developmental outcomes, and in parts of the African Sahel, where desertification is contributing to poverty, decentralization of the authority to manage and benefit from local resources also shows promise of reversing earlier forest losses.

44. Careful, participatory natural resource management practices are required, from an expanded, strengthened management and enforcement capacity in relation to protected areas to financial resources, stronger incentives for sustainably managed harvested forests and aquatic products, improved regulatory and economic instruments, including application of the polluter-pays principle, community and

joint management of natural resources, and greater coherence among policies concerning agriculture, forestry, energy, tourism and natural resource conservation. Increased cooperation at the country level, which brings together governments, donors, civil society and the private sector in partnership in the delivering of effective conservation and management, will be critical. Regional and international cooperation will also be vital to reversing the loss of natural resources and significantly reducing the loss of biodiversity.

Energy, air pollution and climate change

45. Lack of affordable access to clean modern energy services is widespread. Sizeable investments will be required to bring electricity and cleaner cooking fuels to the hundreds of millions of people who still lack them. Modern, efficient fuels reduce the adverse impacts on health, economic productivity and the environment of reliance on traditional biomass fuels and inefficient coal burning, thereby benefiting those most exposed to the negative impacts, particularly women and children.

46. Biofuels may make a contribution to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, limiting fossil fuel dependency and increasing rural income and employment opportunities, depending on the feedstock and technology used and on the implications for land use. The sustainable production of biofuels should not compete with the use of land and water resources for food production or encroach on forested land, either directly or indirectly. Intensified research is needed to enhance the productivity of first-generation biofuel technologies and further develop next generation technologies.

47. Although the private sector may be well placed to deliver many required energy technologies in a cost-effective and timely manner, in some regions, notably Africa, public investment will still be critical. Governments need to create a policy framework which encourages quality investment in energy sources, efficiency and cleaner energy technologies. Governments also have a key role to play in the

research and development of low-carbon energy technologies, including through public-private partnerships. Regional cooperation can facilitate the development of cross-border energy infrastructure and energy trade.

48. Close international cooperation is essential to addressing climate change, ensuring effective mitigation and adaptation measures and access by all countries to the financial and technological resources that make taking such measures possible. The Montreal Protocol has been highly effective in phasing out ozone-depleting substances and holds the prospect of reducing certain greenhouse gas emissions as well. Timely conclusion of the current negotiations under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change will be crucial to addressing the phenomenon, without which reaching and then maintaining the MDGs will be hardly possible.

Water resources

49. Many countries suffer from water scarcity and access to water is becoming a major limiting factor in their socioeconomic development. Today, about 700 million people in 43 countries live below the waterstress threshold; by 2025, more than 3 billion people could be living in water-stressed countries. In many countries, water scarcity is the product of public policies which have encouraged unsustainable use of water through subsidies and underpricing, coupled with low investment in the infrastructure and institutional capacity for water management. Climate change will only exacerbate the situation in most countries. Pollution of water resources is on the increase, thus putting additional stress on available water resources. More effective ways to conserve, use and manage the world’s water resources are needed

to meet continuously increasing demand and to ensure equitable access nationally and internationally. Investments in physical infrastructure should be combined with demand management measures to  improve water use efficiency, especially agricultural water use. Action is also needed on the appropriate water resource governance structures to promote the sharing and best use of those resources, nationally and internationally.
Action points for consideration

• Promote the scaling up of implementation of programmes and initiatives that deliver pro-poor environmental outcomes at the national and local levels.

• Introduce innovative financial mechanisms (locally, nationally and internationally) to significantly raise revenue for the management of the environment.

• Invest in the establishment and maintenance of pro-poor, participatory and community-based natural resource and ecosystems management systems and develop the capacities of local service delivery agents.

• Introduce measures to significantly reduce global greenhouse gas emission.
• Integrate climate risk rejection and adaptation into development programmes and projects, as well as national and local strategies and plans.
• Promote and fund the development, transfer and diffusion of climate-friendly technologies, including through innovative mechanisms, such as the clean development mechanism.
• Implement measures to scale up slum upgrading and to support investment in decent, affordable housing for the poor.[image: image8.jpg]STAKEHOLDER
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