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M eeting Minutes

Introduction by Dr. Vandeweerd

Ms. Klpcl began the meeting by welcoming participamd explaining that the aim of
the consultation was to involve a variety of stakdars in identifying key issues and
discussing the role thesan play in addressing the implementation of th&A GP

Dr. Vandeweerd emphasized the importance of plactggns on the international
agenda, noting that the oceans community is vesflsparticularly in comparison with
the freshwater community. Focus turned to the sirecof the GPA and IGR-2, with
thanks to the Chinese government for their assistamsupporting IGR-2. Dr.
Vandeweerd explained that the GPA is a non-bindgygement, and is the result of a
long process of negotiations. It is a comprehenantion program, which works at both
the national and global levels. The GPA is they ghbbal program addressing
freshwater to oceans issues; the GPA has the ayiyrto bring communities together,
and place oceans issues on the international agenda

Dr. Vandeweerd reminded participants that the imiglistation of the GPA is primarily
the task of governments, and secondly the tasheofreshwater and oceans
communities. The primary task of the Secretarfidhe GPA is to promote and facilitate
the implementation of the GPA. Phase | of the @BAsisted of translating a global
program into a regional one. Phase Il of the GR¥lemented in Montreal, was to
translate the GPA into an action program, by tugmfanning into action. A first action
is to deal with financing, and a second is to dé#di government structures, including
existing legal and political frameworks in whictet&PA must be implemented.

Achievements since Montreal at the global levelehbeen the promotion of the linkages
between freshwater and coasts, including recogndfahis link at the 2002 WSSD.

Also, the 2006 4 World Water Forum (WWF), for the first time, heddssions on the
linkages between oceans and coasts, and recogheelhtergrated Water Resource
Management (IWRM) necessarily implies the managemewater resources from
hilltops to oceans. The University of Delaware \westrumental in the recognition of
oceans issues at th8 WWF. At the CSD-14, it was recognized that IWRbedSs
incorporate coastal zones as well. Furthermoee(3WP, a freshwater organization, has
now constructed a toolkit for the integration addhwater resources and coastal zones.
Finally, the Marine Strategy of the EC explicithakes a link between the freshwater and
marine environments.

Dr. Vandeweerd further emphasized that global targe water supply and sanitation
must consider sewage that impacts coastal zonetharalth of coastal populations.
Currently, 37% of the global population lives oe ttoasts, and coastal populations are
growing. Freshwater goals in the international samity must consider the condition of
the oceans, and in particular of coastal zones.VBndeweerd noted that the Stakeholder
Forum could play an important role in linking theastal and oceans communities, as the
Stakeholder Forum has a good constituency in gshfwvater community, and was an
integral part of both the 2002 WSSD and past mgstof the CSD. The oceans



community needs to further reach out to the freseam@mmunity. Stakeholder Forum
could facilitate this matter.

The GPA is a freshwater program, though it is tgjtycplaced in the coastal and oceans
areas. Civil society and NGOs need to be mobilteedhard their involvement in the
implementation of the GPA. At the regional leved IGPA primarily works through the
Regional Seas Programme, including 140 nationsl@nmégional seas, which
disseminate the GPA. Much knowledge has been daind adapted through advice
from these regions, in particular through PEMSE4.the national level, the GPA has
gained much support. In Montreal there were fatroms with National Programs of
Action (NPAs), whereas now there are approximad@yations that have implemented,
or are developing, NPAs. However, Dr. Vandeweear@d that the purpose of the GPA
is not only to develop an NPA, but to incorporateNfA into existing national plans and
frameworks. NPAs need to have action, and neée @dopted by development
authorities in order to be actionable.

Beijing represents some major challenges for thA &/l involved stakeholders. As
mentioned, the role of the GPA Secretariat is tovwte and facilitate the
implementation of the GPA. One place in particwaere this has been challenging has
been in the private sector. Private sector invoket, including involvement from
municipal authorities, has not been successflierpast. Additionally, mobilizing
partners in the UN has been difficult.

IGR-2 will need to determine next steps for the GHX. Vandeweerd noted that the
goal of the GPA should not be to expand too mudbre NPAs could be promoted, but
many nations already have NPAs. Additionally, @feA is on most international
agendas, including that of the GEF. A second goald be to monitor and promote on
progress made, yet there is a third goal that neay $erve the next phase of the GPA.
The GPA needs to be mainstreamed in developinghjpplgn Oceans should no longer be
considered in isolation. Oceans are inextricainled with poverty development, and
need to be considered when addressing these ajedleBeijing presents an opportunity
to discuss how best to mainstream the GPA intmnatidevelopment plans, across
ministers and sectors (including transport, tourisnergy, etc.).

An additional goal in Beijing should be to show flexibility of the GPA. For example,
the GPA contributes to the 2015 goal of povertyuatidn in world society. A key
guestion in Beijing will be how to incorporate thesverall goals into an NPA program.
Dr. Vandeweerd emphasized that new tools are neededher the GPA, as
conventions are not typically action-oriented. T3RA has a role to make sure that new
instruments are working. Beijing presents an opputy for an intergovernmental and
interactive discussion, which may lead to the ipooation of new tools.

Dr. Vandeweerd briefly described the schedule &R42. On Day 1 governments will
explain how they have implemented their respedti?és, including financing,
mainstreaming the GPA into various ministries, ax@or challenges they have faced in
GPA implementation. Day 2 is Partnerships Daygdér modelled after White Water to
Blue Water, where many partnerships will be represi By creating partnerships
institutions can save valuable resources by reduduplication and utilizing each others



tools. For example, International Oceans Institaie use its various training institutions
to provide GPA training. The global community dsnrallied by using one set of
information, shared between oceans institutionddi#tonally, it was noted that the
Global Forum provides much representation acros®ise which can be mobilized to
encourage public support. Day 3 of IGR-2 will fean the GPA Programme of Work.
Finally, Days 4 and 5 will consist of Ministeriabdussions. Major topics expected to be
discussed include:

= Nutrients — Sewage pollution is a major probleneetihg freshwater and coastal
resources; this issue was emphasized at the CSbaandeen gaining
international attention. Also, nutrient overloaglimcluding excessive amounts
of nitrogen and phosphorous entering freshwatemaagne resources, is of
particular concern. Discussions need to focus loat\the international and
national reactions should be to these problenseaiMinisterial level.

= Physical alteration and destruction of habitatde @legradation of coastal and
marine ecosystems is of concern. By 2050 it igggted that over 50% of the
global population will live on the coasts, makihgse habitats more susceptible
to alteration. Integrated Coastal Zone Managerakeeady addresses this issue,
but the GPA can be utilized to further progressaiaithe protection of these
habitats.

= Mainstreaming the GPA — The GPA can be utilized asss-sectoral instrument
to mainstream the implementation of NPAs. Domeastsources and finances
need to be mobilized, existing political and indtdnal structures may need to be
altered, and various stakeholders need to be iedolv

At the regional level, discussions will need tolire next steps for stakeholders,
concerning what regional stakeholders can and dhimland how. The final product of
these discussions will be a Ministerial Declaratiéinally, Dr. Vandeweerd noted that it
is the public that needs to push policy makersike action. While freshwater resources
are very close to people’s daily lives, the ocemesnot so obviously linked, and the
oceans community is much smaller than the freshveat@munity. It is difficult to
mobilize action toward the protection of the mammironment; there is currently not
enough movement, and in this respect the publidsaeplay a more integrated and
mobilizing role.

Discussion

Dr. Vanderzwaag began the discussion by focusinignancial constraints and the need
to mobilize domestic funding, and how IGR-2 woutltieess this issue. National
reporting takes a large amount of resources, wdmetoften lacking in many countries.

Dr. Vandeweerd noted that concerning financing lagdlative problems, there will be
an opportunity at IGR-2 for nations to report onowtas faced these issues, who has
solved these issues, how, and what can that ngamin other nations attempting to
implement NPAs. However, she also noted againl@®R-2 is to be action-oriented.
The meeting is not to focus too much on reportingdn producing actionable goals for
nations and partners to implement.



Mr. Sonnenschein announced that the Sustainablersc€ommittee (World Ocean
Network) is planning a strategy to advance the ms@@enda by using celebrity power.
They have put out an RFP concerning small actions kegional basis to this end. He
noted that the public is often paralyzed by an loaet of information. World Oceans
will seek from these meetings what the generalipwain do to forward the oceans
agenda, including measures like refraining fromibgyertain types of seafood, or not
dumping oil near bays. Finally, Mr. Sonnenschaforimed the group that on June 8,
2007, the World Oceans Network will be holding anCert for the Oceans. IGR-2
presents an opportunity to mobilize support fos tarent.

Dr. Vandeweerd mentioned that it would be very ulsif provide the public with a one-
page document on how the general public can hghpaiect the oceans. She reminded
participants that this is an intergovernmental imgetand therefore this topic is not the
focus of IGR-2; however this could be a positiveliidn to the meeting. Dr.
Vandeweerd suggested that the World Ocean Netwarleap with a set of about 10
points on what the average individual can do tagmtathe oceans, as an action-oriented
outcome of IGR-2, particularly considering thatrthevill be much media attention at
IGR-2. This would present a tremendous opportuitieach out to the Chinese public
(all publications will initially be in Mandarin)The Stakeholder Forum, as well as the
Global Forum, could also be mobilized to get thessage out to the general public.

Mr. Sonnenschein noted that they would like to holdorkshop at IGR-2 on how to
implement measures to mobilize the general pulihic. Vandeweerd emphasized that if
participants intend to hold like events they neeohtorm the GPA well in advance of
IGR-2. Participants may contact Nancy Bennebénnet@unep.nto this end.

Dr. Vanderzwaag asked what is being done abowtl&gie modelling. Dr. Vandeweerd
explained that there is a report coming out soahdhswers this specific question. She
further explained that the GPA wants to build stgéd partnerships, and test out a
specified strategy in three or four nations. TH&AGill also observe how a nation can
sustain domestic funding in the long-term (10-28rge Legislative and financial
modelling will continue to be areas of GPA focus.

Professor Powers stated that legislative modelsfaea very general, to be used as
guidelines for a nation, yet that these modelsclpi need to be narrowed down to meet
the specific needs of different countries. Al$® UNEP is developing specific protocols
to this end. Dr. Vandeweerd furthered this paiotjng the Black Sea and Nairobi
Conventions, as examples where the UNEP is wottkirigst identify best practices, and
then work with countries to see how these besttigesccan be implemented. Professor
Powers noted that it is very difficult to tailorrggral models that are broad enough to suit
a wide range of activities, but that are also naremough to support on-the-ground
activities.

Dr. Chua informed patrticipants that PEMSEA has beerking very closely with local
governments to help establish an integrated regihieh involves all relevant
stakeholders. To establish an integrated regimd$HA has been developing sea-use
and land-use planning together, and then develapmgroper protocol. Dr.
Vandeweerd thought this would be a useful conaepting into the Ministerial



Declaration. Dr. Chua further explained that inr@hall coastal areas are mandated to
develop sea-use planning, giving local governmimigations on development and
resource use, giving a clear demarcation of coasta use. PEMSEA has good case
studies that could be used to present lessonsl@anrthis practice, including the
Philippines, where the government was influencetbtwsider the entire watersheds of
Laguna Bay, including a population of 7 million. ttWPEMSEA, the government sought
to address the treatment of the ecosystem as awhbich is now in the planning stage.
Dr. Chua emphasized that it is important to invallestakeholders in the planning and
implementation processes; the involvement of not tive local government, but also the
private sector, are of critical importance. Drndaweerd asked if it would be possible
to invite a Philippine representative to presestrigsults of these efforts and the concept
of sea-use planning in a 5 minute presentationich Dr. Chua agreed.

Ms. Kupcu asked how the private sector might becormaee involved in supporting the
GPA. Dr. Vandeweerd noted that the GPA'’s firstmliis governments, but that the GPA
does also need to incorporate the private sedioe. GPA has been successful in this
respect concerning the physical alternation antruetgon of the marine environment.
The GPA has been working closely with the tourgsiter to create a code of conduct on
coastal development. Also, the GPA has been wonkith the aquaculture and ports
and harbours sectors. Particularly with the panis$ harbours sector, the GPA has been
conducting a lot of outreach. There is a needdorporate the private sector to take
action, for instance, in the area of waste walére private sector has become more
involved in the oceans arena through the Globalfohowever efforts toward
incorporation have not been easy through this nmegdand further efforts toward
incorporation are needed.

Dr. Chua explained that his experience with thegte sector has been bitter. The
private sector is concerned with its own interestewever, he has had several
interesting encounters. At the local level therguieé sector has been able to mobilize
action because they have interests in the arethelprocess, the private sector has been
able to create several local champions. In thasesthere is a sense of ownership,
belonging, and pride, because the people are albékée part in, and witness, on-the-
ground changes. Furthermore, investment opporgrtitat the private sector finds
conducive to invest in are more likely to be addgig that sector. This includes
reducing the political and financial risks of intregnts.

Dr. Vandeweerd explained that the meeting in Bgiiould be used to emphasize the
concept of a circle economy, where the waste ofcamepany is used to fuel another
company, and which the Chinese government is triongiplement. This concept could,
hopefully, reach out to the private sector andohtice a new model of consumption and
production.

Ms. Kipcl then focused the group’s attention toRh&ft Elements to the Beijing
Declaration. She explained the outcomes of theebtader Forum London Meeting to
review the changes in the most recent Beijing Dratilan, including:

= The local people are not strongly enough repredantthe Declaration



= While municipal waste water is emphasized, agnraltand industrial waste is
not emphasized

= Trade unions want more partnership text, and lacabns are not strongly
addressed, only national actions

= There is a need for more urgent and action-oriemtedsures in the Declaration

Dr. Vandeweerd explained that measures to dealagtltultural waste will become
stronger in the Declaration. She agreed that locamunities need to be emphasized
more, but the focus will remain on governmentsialy, Dr. Vandeweerd reminded
participants that a declaration is always carefn#igotiated text, and that it is difficult to
make the Declaration more action-oriented whilk siaking it acceptable to
governments.

Dr. Chua remarked that a general declaration igtlef use. He further stated that big
cities are able to get funding from institutiorielithe World Bank, while many small
cities and countries find it difficult to obtainyafunding. In many instances, for
instance, with nutrient-overloading from a lacksefvage treatment, in the aggregate
these small cities and nations are the major mobut Text needs to be inserted into the
Declaration that can be supported by action inmmée effective. Governments need
to pay attention not only to big cities, but aleateas that have been neglected before,
like many small communities.

Professor Powers noted that while a lack of seviraggment is a problem in many
smaller areas, a lager problem is excess of anmasie from small farmers and
communities. This problem leads to a large in@easutrient loading to water
resources, and is difficult to address, exceptgesiwith case studies exemplifying
measures for success in mitigating this problem.

Mr. Sonnenschein emphasized that 50% of downstpaaiution comes from
individuals, and that this personal component issing from the Declaration. He also
highlighted the distinction from the words ‘usetdadevelop’, and stated that “we need
to know how to use what we have developed”. Heretfa list of specific text
amendments on behalf of the World Ocean Network.

Father Mayer reminded participants that global wagns an issue that is inextricably
linked with the issues mentioned in the Declarataord wondered whether climate
change could be strengthened in the document,gntitat this issue will soon
overshadow all others. He mentioned that whildhefirst draft climate change was
weakly mentioned in this draft it was completelyrehated. Father Mayer also offered
specific text amendments to the Beijing Declaratarbehalf of the Climate Crisis
Coalition.

Dr. Vandeweerd explained that Ministers need taeskithe issue of climate change, not
the GPA. Beijing is about action, and we needytdd avoid a stalemate. We want the
oceans agenda to move forward with action. The @GHR#t a negotiating forum, but all
actions are rather supported by consensus.



Mr. Baldi then reminded participants that theralrgady a forum for climate change
issues. In order to put the issue in the Declamative could frame the issue in the
context of oceans, by mentioning the effects ahate change on oceans, including
oceans acidification.

As a last note, Dr. Vanderzwaag mentioned thattieea need to further develop sub-
regional and regional plans of action, and a neashiphasize integrated planning,
including measures on how to push model developmemt regional basis.

Ms. Kipc¢lu reminded the group that Stakeholder Fomilhibe convening additional
stakeholder consultations in various regions as asshosting an online dialogue (June
19-29, 2006) atvww.stakeholderforum.org

Following the meeting, Ms. Mesa raised the ideenedlving sport, sport fishing and
boating groups in the awareness raising activibethe GPA. She provided several
websites for follow-up by Stakeholder Forum.

Additionally, participants commented on the neeadstakeholders to engage their
national governments directly by asking for thasiion on the GPA, though direct calls
to action or letter writing campaigns.

Written comments to the discussion questions wagiged by Caribbean Environmental
Health Institute (CEHI), who were note able to radt¢he meeting in person. (Annex I)

Conclusion

All suggestions of textual changes are to be sehd. Kipcl. These suggestions will
be complied and sent to the GPA by the Juffedzidline.

Finally, Dr. Vandeweerd reminded participants &ty registration is required for
participation at IGR-2, and that pre-registratiobndd take place as soon as possible.

Special thanks to Ms. Kateryna Wowk, Global ForumQxeans, Coasts, and Islands for
her help preparing the summary of meeting discussio



Annex |

Discussion Questionsfor Stakeholder Consultation on GPA

New York, June 15, 2006

Submitted by the Caribbean Environmental Health | nstitute

1. What are the 3 largest threats to the marine enment from land based
activities that affect or concern your constituehcy

a.

b.

C.

Coastal Development — Tourism Development (Marifidels) and
Urbanization leading to increased pollution frorficswvaste, liquid waste
(untreated sewage) and direct damage to coastaharde ecosystems
from activities such as mangrove clearing and samihg

Changing Land use — Deforestation etc. Leadingdceased
sedimentation and poor soil management practices

Agriculture — Over dependence on intensive pestieiad fertilizer use
leading to nutrient enhancement and agrochemicabfiu

2. What has been your sector’s experience of the GRAta implementation?

a.

b.

C.

Many of the GPA guidelines have perhaps not be&mnsively used or
applied at the regional and national levels

The more recent focus on NPAs as a process of Gipfementation is a
positive one and the need to develop closer linkagth other plans and
strategies such as Integrated Water Resources Mareayg (IWRM) and
Sustainable Land Management (SLM) etc.

The focus on developing sustainable financing efyias to implement
GPA related projects and activities is also posiind greater focus must
be given to enhancing the ability to sustainabtafice environmental
management interventions.

3. What actions are necessary from governments, eierral financial institutions,
the GPA/Coordination office, etc. to expedite tiipiementation of the GPA?

a.

b.

Greater integration of GPA objectives into regiQisailb-regional and
national environmental policies and strategies

Greater implementation of environmental needs/dives including the
GPA into national economic development plans aratesgies

Use of regional and sub-regional agencies

Greater effort to value environmental goods andises at the national
level

Linkages between GPA and LBS Protocols should iemgthened and
supported by national activities and legislation.

Establishing priorities at the national level fbe tdevelopment of
strategies and programmes and implementing of such;
Development of national policies through a consiviéaprocess and
taking measures to prevent the pollution of theineagnvironment from
LBS;

Establishment of timelines and means of evaluaifgqerogrammes.



4. What role exists for your sector in implementing BPA? Specifically, what
could your sector do to further support the implaetagon of the GPA?

a. Linking relevant GPA objectives to ongoing projeaitsl activities

b. CEHI is uniquely placed to work with Member Staitesorporating the
aims and objectives of the GPA within regional aational action
programmes.

c. Provide technical assistance for the assessméehné dhreats to the marine
environment at the regional and national levelstaedestablishment of
priorities

d. There is an opportunity for the national and reglgrogrammes to
complement the work to be conducted under the IWOAject

e. Collaboration with UNEP CAR/RCU in mainstreaming/Asébjectives
into national planning

5. From the perspective of your constituency, whamnelets are missing from the
Beijing Declaration that should be included? Wdndditional language should be
included?

6. Any other points or issues for consideration?
a. Focus should perhaps not be on implementing the RRAather how the
GPA goals, activities, principles, obligations, ggeses can be better

incorporated into national and regional programmesjects and
activities
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