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GLOBAL PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT FROM LAND-BASED ACTIVITIES

Welcome to the July edition of the GPA Outreach Newsletter.
The Second Intergovernmental Review Meeting (IGR-2) of the
Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land Based Activities is fast approaching!
In this issue | would like to provide you with an overview of the
meeting agenda for the IGR-2, which will take place on 16-20
October 2006, as well as a brief update on the IGR-2 Informal
Preparatory Meeting held in June:

IGR-2 Informal Preparatory Meeting

The Government of France kindly hosted the informal
preparatory meeting for IGR-2 that was held from 27 — 28
June 2006. Over 45 representatives made great progress in
advancing the preparation of the official IGR-2 documents that
will be finalized during IGR-2 in Beijing. A summary of the
main discussion items and stakeholder input can be found on
the UNEP/GPA Coordination Office website at
www.gpa.unep.org

IGR-2 Day 1: National Implementation in Action

The purpose of this Day is to chart the way forward in the
national implementation of the GPA. Three breakout sessions
will provide an opportunity for participants to share experience
and best practice approaches. The sessions will focus on
identifying, scaling up and expanding the implementation of
best practices. Key lessons learned will be transmitted to the
Ministerial/High-level Segment of IGR-2. Full details are
available at www.gpa.unep.org.

The Breakout sessions are:
Mainstreaming the GPA into national development plans
Financing the implementation of the GPA
Strengthening national legislative and
frameworks to further implement the GPA

institutional

IGR-2 Day 2: Partnerships— Mainstreaming the GPA

The Partnerships Day at IGR-2 is a forum where existing and
new partnerships that implement the GPA will meet and
interact with government representatives and other
stakeholders participating in IGR-2. Over twenty Partnership
workshops will be held in parallel with each workshop running
for 1.5 hours. Details of each workshop are available at
www.gpa.unep.org A summary report of the Partnerships Day
will be forwarded to the Ministerial/High-level Segment of IGR-
2.

The purpose of the Partnership Day at IGR-2 is to:
Support and encourage the further implementation of the
GPA in the work-programmes of existing partnerships,
regional/global organisations and NGOs.
Highlight the important role of these multi-stakeholder
partnerships in implementing the GPA, benchmark their
success to date, discuss lessons learned and chart a

course of action for the coming five years.

IGR-2 Day 3: Building a Common Agenda

Day 3 will focus on a set of official working documents that will
be finalized and transmitted to the Ministerial/High-level
Segment IGR-2. These include:

Guidance to the Implementation of the GPA 2007-2011:
GPA contribution to the internationally agreed goals and
targets for the sustainable development of oceans, coasts
and islands. The purpose of this document is to promote
the GPA as a valuable tool to contribute to achieving the
goals and targets set by the international community in
recent years thereby demonstrating that due to its cross-
sectoral character, the GPA is relevant and well suited to

Continued on page 2...
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Stakeholders are welcome to participate in IGR-2 and are kindly
requested to pre-register for IGR-2 on-line as soon as possible at
www.gpa.unep.org. Once you have pre-registered, you will receive
an official confirmation letter of your participation in IGR-2 from the
UNEP/GPA Coordination Office. This letter will assist you in
applying for a VISA to enter the People’s Republic of China. Please
note that you must pre-register in  order to receive an official
confirmation letter.

Welcome by the Coordinator

GPA Issues Update: Wastewater
Municipal Wastewater Management
The Train-Sea-Coast GPA Receives
New Funding

Stakeholder Dialogue
IGR-2 Informal Preparatory Meeting
Stakeholder Consultations

Our Expanding Urban Coast: A
Threat to the Marine Environment and
Human Health Online Dialogue

Conference Roundup—UN Open-Ended
Informal Consultative Process on Oceans
and the Law of the Sea (UNICPOLOS)

Upcoming Events

GPA Outreach supports the preparatory work for the Second Intergovernmental Review Meeting (IGR-2) of the
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respond to the new challenges associated with the impact
of land-based activities on the coastal and marine
environment.

UNEP/GPA Coordination Office Programme of Work for
2007-2011 outlines a new phase in the implementation of
the GPA, and activities the UNEP/GPA Coordination
Office could undertake to catalyse and facilitate the
mainstreaming and integration of the GPA at the
international, regional and national level.

IGR-2 Day 4 & 5: Ministerial/High-level Segment
The Ministerial Segment will provide a forum for debate on
a number of key issues related to the GPA as outlined in a

Municipal Wastewater Management

Some four children die every minute in developing countries
from diseases caused by unsafe water and inadequate
sanitation. On average, 250 million cases of gastroenteritis
occur worldwide every year from bathing in contaminated
water, and 50,000-100,000 people die from infectious
hepatitis. The global burden of human disease caused by
sewage pollution of coastal waters has been estimated at 4
million lost person-years annually.

The discharge of untreated domestic wastewater has been
identified as a major source of pollution in most of the UNEP
Regional Seas. About 90% of sewage and 70% of industrial
wastes in developing countries are discharged into water
courses without treatment, often polluting the usable water
supply. Coral reefs and precious habitats are disappearing
and biodiversity is decreasing, fishing and agricultural potential
are being lost, while poor water quality is reducing income
from tourism and the value of real estate.

Such concerns have helped push the international community
to ensure that the targets of the 2000 Millennium Development
Goals and the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable
Development (WSSD) address improved access to safe
drinking water and adequate sanitation. The target agreed by
the WSSD on water and sanitation is ‘to halve, by the year
2015, the proportion of people who are unable to reach or to
afford safe drinking water and the proportion of people who do
not have access to basic sanitation’.

Population growth, rapid urbanization, and increasing water
supply and sanitation provision to meet the 2015 targets will all
generate increased problems from wastewater pollution. At
present, only about a tenth of the domestic wastewater in

draft Ministerial Segment background paper available at
www.gpa.unep.org. The Ministerial/High-level Segment is
expected to endorse a Beijing Declaration on furthering the
implementation of the GPA. The Declaration is expected to
focus on improving the implementation of the GPA through
mainstreaming and integrating the GPA into international
and national development planning, improving coastal and
ocean governance, building partnerships and ensuring
adequate financing.

Veerle Vandeweerd

GPA Coordinator/ Head Regional Seas
UNEP/GPA Coordination Office
v.vandeweerd@unep.nl

developing countries is collected, and only about a tenth of
existing wastewater treatment plants operate reliably and
efficiently. Ignoring wastewater pollution issues proves costly,
in human, ecological and financial terms. Discharging
untreated wastewater to the natural environment directly
affects the primary resource for drinking water supply,
essential ecosystem functions and the sustainable use of
water. Increasing sanitation coverage, therefore, requires
public sewage collection and treatment systems, so as to
prevent raw sewage from entering groundwater, surface
waters and coastal areas. A sustainable approach to

Guidelines on Municipal Wastewater Management:

10 Key Principles

1. Secure political commitment and domestic financial resources
as absolute prerequisites for appropriate wastewater
management.

2. Create an enabling environment for sustainable solutions at
both national and local levels.

3. Develop integrated and demand-driven management systems
combining the collection and treatment of wastewater with
drinking water supply and the provision of sanitation services.

4. Prevent pollution at the source, use water efficiently, and apply
appropriate low cost technologies for wastewater treatment.

5. Make water users and polluters pay for services based on social
equity and solidarity to reach cost-recovery.

6. Use time-bound targets and indicators for environmental
integrity as well as on public health or economic welfare to
make actions successful.

7. Implement measures step-by-step while exploring alternatives
to reach long-term management goals.

8. Involve all stakeholders through partnership from the very
beginning to secure their commitment.

9. Link the municipal wastewater sector to other economic sectors

to ensure financial stability and sustainability.

. Introduce innovative financial mechanisms, including private

sector involvement.
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sanitation includes wastewater collection, treatment and
reuse. Reusing wastewater should be considered more often
as an important option, especially in water-scarce regions.
Also ecological sanitation has proven to be a viable alternative
to implement in different local settings. Overall, the same
number of people in both urban and rural areas (1.1 billion)
will require improved sanitation by the target year of 2015.
This means that 400,000 additional people will have to be
supplied with services each day.

A global consensus is emerging on how to address municipal
wastewater collection and treatment in a sustainable manner.
Guidelines on Municipal Wastewater Management and its Ten
Key Principles for local and national action were considered
by over 100 countries at the UNEP/GPA Intergovernmental
Review meeting in 2001. Aimed at setting a new global
standard in the field of sustainable municipal wastewater
management, the Ten Key Principles cover policy issues,
management approaches, technology selection and financing
mechanisms. They have been developed jointly by UNEP, the
World Health Organization, UN-HABITAT and the Water
Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council, and supported
by UNICEF as a result of the jointly established Strategic
Action Plan on Municipal Wastewater.

Best practices and successful innovative approaches urgently
need intensifying and scaling up. Sharing knowledge on
appropriate and environmentally sound technologies is a
current practice among others through sourcebooks and web-
based knowledge bases like Sanitation Connection
(SANICON). Capacity building through pilot projects and
training ‘on the spot’ will enhance further implementation.
Partnerships that actively and effectively implement innovative
approaches are key to success. These partnerships rely
heavily upon strong commitment, shared responsibilities and —
just as important — shared risks among all stakeholders.

During the UNEP/GPA Second Intergovernmental Review
(IGR-2) a Partnership Day will be held on GPA related issues,
including on Municipal Wastewater and Sanitation, in which
relevant partners will participate. These organisations play a
crucial role in implementing the GPA Municipal Wastewater
and Sanitation programme, either through their own activities
or in partnership with governments and other
stakeholders. During the IGR-2 a forum will be provided where
existing partnerships implementing this GPA programme can
meet, chart a course of action for the coming five years, and
interact with the government representatives and other
stakeholders participating in IGR-2. In addition the creation of
new partnerships will be encouraged, which could contribute
to the implementation of the Wastewater and Sanitation
programme. Furthermore this platform gives the opportunity to
forward the messages of CSD12 and CSD13, the UN Task
Force on Water and Sanitation, and of the United Nations
Secretary General's Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation
(March 2006) to raise awareness and gear up political will on
three main aspects: hygiene promotion, household sanitary
arrangements and sewage treatment and so to also promote
the sustainable approach to sanitation. Greater attention will
be paid to the development and application of capacity of
implementing organisations in line with the UNEP Bali
Strategic Plan for Technology Transfer and Capacity Building.

For further details on the Municipal Wastewater and Sanitation
Programme, see http://www.gpa.unep.org/bin/php/programs/

sap/index.php

The Train-Sea-Coast GPA Receives New
Funding

The Wastewater Problem

In many parts of the world, sewage is discharged directly into
open water without treatment. Such uncontrolled discharge is
on of the most serious threats to the productivity and
biodiversity of the world’s oceans.

Training as part of the solution
The GPA joined forces with the UNESCO-IHE Institute for
Water Education, the United Nations Development
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Programme UNDP and in the framework of the UN Division for
Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Seas DOALOS Train-Sea-
Coast Programme in response to the challenges faced by
countries in addressing municipal wastewater problems.
Continued Page 4...
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The training courses offered contribute to building
decentralized capacity by strengthening municipal efforts to
identify, design and finance projects to collect and treat
domestic wastewater. The programme trains managerial staff
and facilitates stakeholder involvement and
strengthens a week link in the chain between political

decisions at the national level and implementation at the local

level.

New funding

With major new funding from the European Union ACP Water -

Facility and the Global Environment Facility GEF, this
programme will expand in the coming three years and is
expected to train an additional 1.200 experts in 60 course
deliveries.

Languages and local instructors

The training material is fully documented and already exists in
English, Chinese, Spanish, Portuguese, Russian, and Turkish
translations.
North-South
knowledge
transfer is
combined  with
South-South
knowledge

“Although the course was about
wastewater management, my major
benefit from the course was that | have
gained a new perspective for problem
solving. Problem analysis and objective
analysis parts extended my vision.

Thanks.” sharing. An
increasing pool of
Fatih Anket, course participant in local instructors
Trabzon, Turkey, September 2005 are involved in
anchoring  the

training courses in the local context.

Technology Support to Island States

As part of the programme activities in the Pacific region, a CD-
ROM was compiled by UNEP/GPA and UNESCO-IHE jointly
with the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment

Informal Preparatory Meeting, Paris, 27-28 June 200 6

In preparation for the GPA’'s Second Intergovernmental
Review Meeting, an Informal Preparatory Meeting was held on
27-28 June 2006 in Paris, France. Some 50 representatives
from 23 countries attended the meeting to advance the
preparation of the draft official documents for IGR-2 and to
seek guidance on some of the issues to be addressed during
the Ministerial Segment of IGR-2 thereby allowing for
adequate time in Beijing for delegates to focus on the concrete
actions being taken to implement the GPA, on building
partnerships and on sharing information and lessons learned.

thereby .

Programme SPREP, the University of the South Pacific and
the South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission SOPAC.
The CD-ROM contains:

A compendium of technologies appropriate for Pacific
islands,

A tutorial in Project Cycle management to identify feasible
solutions,

Three software tools to support decision-making, and

A document library with 100 publications on management
and technologies.

Achievements until the IGR-2

Between December 2003 and July 2006, a total of 380
professional from 28 countries in Africa, Europe, Latin
America, Asia and the Pacific have been trained. Most of the
beneficiary

countries are party|“l learned quite a bit during the five day

to the various|training and can honestly say I will apply
Regional  Seas|the process in my course of work here at
Conventions  and | Guam EPA.”

Action Plans and
represent an
integral part of the

Si Yuus Maase, course participant in
Guam, Northern Pacific, June 2006

implementation  of
the UNEP/GPA at the regional level. 10 of these countries
belong to the Small Island Developing States (SIDS). The next
course is scheduled August 2006 for the Regional
Organization for the Environment of the Red Sea and the Gulf
of Aden (PERSGA).

More information about this training is available at: http://
www.gpa.unep.org/training

During the middle of June, Stakeholder Forum convened
consultations in London and New York with representatives
from Major Groups and other stakeholders. Non-governmental
organizations, trade unions, women, and youth were the Major
Groups represented. The purpose of the meetings was to
develop stakeholder inputs to the IGR-2 Preparatory Meeting.
Felix Dodds, Executive Director of the Stakeholder Forum,
attended the Preparatory Meeting to represent these
stakeholder inputs.
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Stakeholder Consultations

The London consultation was held on 14 June. The New York
consultation was held the following day, as representatives of
the oceans community gathered at UN Headquarters for the
7th United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process
on Oceans and the Law of the Sea. Dr. Veerle Vandeweerd,
Head of UNEP/GPA, opened the New York consultation by
offering participants a status report on preparations for IGR-2,
stressing the importance of linking oceans and freshwater
communities in order to create an integrated approach to
putting oceans issues back on the international agenda.

While implementation of the GPA is the responsibility of
governments, Dr. Vandeweerd underscored the critical role
that stakeholders have continued to play since IGR-1 --
educating, fostering debate, and promoting solutions. She was
pleased to report that the Beijing meeting is being structured
to allow maximum opportunity for interactive discussion and
exchange of partnership experiences. Stakeholders are
welcome to contribute their knowledge and suggestions with
Stakeholder Forum playing an active role in this effort.

Stakeholders in both London and New York also discussed
their views on the current draft of the Beijing Declaration (June
13" version). The Beijing Declaration will be an important
outcome of the Second Intergovernmental Review Meeting of
the GPA. Stakeholders commented, however, that the
document will be of little use if it is too general. Instead, it
should highlight concrete and local-level action. Stakeholders
in London underlined the need to emphasize the role of multi-
stakeholder partnerships in finding appropriate solutions at the
local level. Participants in New York noted that Governments
need to pay attention not only to big cities (who can easily
secure World Bank funding), but also to the many small
communities which, in aggregate, contribute more to pollution.

Participants in both London and New York agreed on the need
to highlight agricultural and industrial waste as well as
municipal waste. With 50% of downstream pollution coming
from individuals, stakeholders also felt that the Declaration
should emphasize the role of “people.” It was further noted in
the London meeting that diversity of people, including women
and children and indigenous peoples is missing from the
document, as is recognition that pollution of the marine
environment will have differing impacts on the well-being,
health, and livelihoods, of different groups. Finally,
discussants noted the importance of acknowledging the link
between global warming and ocean issues as it was noted
that the issue of climate change was absent in the most recent
version of the Beijing Declaration.

Stakeholder Input at the IGR-2

The outputs of the meetings and informal consultations with
stakeholders were presented by Stakeholder Forum at the
Preparatory Meeting of the IGR-2. The stakeholder input
included a summary of comments collected and
recommended amendments to the Beijing Declaration.

The stakeholder input to the meeting expressed concern
about the state of the marine environment and the growing
threats to it in many parts of the world, including the rapid
pace of development in coastal areas and the impacts of
climate change on oceans. It emphasised that the IGR-2
provides a unique opportunity to focus the world's attention on
the scale of the problems, and to secure high level political
commitment to a more determined programme of action at
national and international level to establishing the necessary
targets and timetables of action, with appropriate measures
and resources to achieve them.

The document underscored the need for stakeholder groups
to be involved, at all stages, in the development and
implementation of strategies at national and local level, taking
full account of the knowledge, experience and skills that are
present amongst many different groups, and ensuring that
measures and programmes fully reflect the diversity of
problems in different localities and the range of different
solutions that may be needed to deal with them. Finally the
document called for a substantially strengthened Beijing
Declaration and provided specific amendments.

A full version of the stakeholder input to the IGR-2 is available
at www.stakeholderforum.org/gpa/html, along with the reports
of the New York and London stakeholder consultations.
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Online Dialogue

From 19-30 June, Stakeholder Forum, in collaboration with
UNEP/GPA, hosted on online dialogue on the theme of Our
Expanding Urban Coast: A Threat to the Marine
Environment and Human Health . The online dialogue aimed
to explore the links between the marine environment, coastal
urbanization and Physical Alteration and Destruction of
Habitat, Integrated Management Approaches , and
Nutrients , with a view to developing recommendations on
processes and policies to address these issues at the global,
regional, and national level, the role of Global Programme of
Action (GPA) in addressing these issues, and the potential
role of various stakeholders.

Over 120 people from more than 40 countries signed up to the
online dialogue, which generated some interesting discussion.
Some of the key points raised over the two weeks of dialogue
include:

Integrated Management Approaches:

- The importance of engaging stakeholders in the GPA
process was highlighted throughout the online dialogue, and
particularly stressed in reference to planning processes and
integrated management.

- The identification and inclusion of all relevant stakeholders
(many key stakeholder groups were identified by
participants) in an open and transparent planning process
was considered critical if integrated management is to
succeed in defining solutions that are directly applicable to
the context and ecosystem conditions.

- The important role of the local population or “community”
was underlined with emphasis on the need to not only
include them in integrated management approaches, but to
raise awareness of the threats to the coastal marine
environment and alternative sustainable living options.
Education was identified as essential to support the
meaningful participation of local communities in integrated
management approaches and, more generally, as a tool for
the GPA to promote integrated management approaches
and the mainstreaming the GPA.

The dialogue on Integrated Management Approaches featured
specific examples from Colombia, Mexico and Vietnam.

Physical Alteration and Destruction of Habitat (PAD H)

Privatization was considered by participants to be a major
driver of Physical Alteration and Destruction of Habitat. The
role of the tourism industry in exacerbating environmental and
social problems through its contributions to PADH and
exclusion of the local community from the best stretches of
coastline through privatisation was noted.

- The need for policy instruments at the national level to
prevent the complete privatisation of the coastline was
considered essential to mitigate against PADH. Several
policy options were suggested. The benefits of establishing
a network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) for the
preservation and rehabilitation of ecosystems in order to
promote biodiversity were also underlined.

Policies that promote education were also emphasised as a
means to safeguard against PADH.

Dialogue participants suggested that the private sector
could contribute to the safeguarding against alterations and
destruction of coastal resources and habitats by providing
financial resources, and intellectual capital on maintaining
and strengthening coastal areas, and by contributing to
monitoring and reporting. The need to develop incentives to
protect coastal ecosystems and interactive mechanisms to
make information easily available to the private sector was
underlined.

The dialogue on Physical Alteration and Destruction of Habitat
featured specific examples from Colombia, Mexico and
Jamaica.

Nutrients
In order to address the problem of excess nutrients in the
coastal marine environment dialogue participants suggested
the following types of cooperation: continuance of
international and regional cooperation among all institutions,
following up pollutants movement through the regional seas,
monitoring and assessment of sea water quality and
building up a international control centre.

- With specific reference to the contribution of agricultural
runoff, the need to decrease dependency on chemical over
fertilization and move towards biological controls was
suggested. With regards to sewage, it was noted that
conventional sanitation systems are generally
unsustainable, and alternative sustainable sanitation
approaches exist and should be much more widely adopted.

- The link between integrated management approaches and
nutrients was eloquently highlighted by one participant who
said: “the art of managing the coastal zone is primarily the
art of managing nutrients.” The participant emphasised the
devastating effects of nutrients on coral reefs — the most
nutrient sensitive ecosystem — which are being killed by
algae at nutrient levels that would be very low for any other
system. Therefore only coral reef specific water quality
standards can be used, which are much more stringent than
for any other habitat.

A full summary of the outcomes is now available at
www.stakeholderforum.org/gpa.html Thank you for your
interest and participation in the online dialogue.
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UN Open-Ended Informal Consultative Process
on Oceans and the Law of the Sea
(UNICPOLOS)

In 1999, on the back of the outcomes of CSD7, the UN
General Assembly adopted a resolution establishing an
open-ended consultative review to annually revisit and
discuss progress made in oceans and sees affairs. This led
to the UN Open-Ended Informal Process on Oceans and the
Law of The Sea (UNICPOLOS), the first meeting being held
in May/June 2000.

Picture: Earth News Bulletin

Continuing this review, the seventh meeting of UNICPOLOS
was held in New York from 12-16 June 2006, with a focus
on ecosystems approaches and oceans. This meeting was
attended by 101 countries, 24 inter-governmental and 16
non-governmental organisations.

Ecosystems approaches and oceans were discussed under
3 headings. The first, ‘Demystifying the concept and
understanding its implications’; emphasised the importance
of bringing together existing management structures and
approaches into a ecosystem-focussed framework. It was
also stated that such a change could be achieved far more
easily than is commonly supposed, requiring only the
clarification of a few common misconceptions.

The second area of focus, ‘Moving to implementation:
implications for enabling elements’; also discussed the
need for the integration of planning and management
programmes, with a presentation from Michael O'Toole
explaining how the Benguala Current Large Marine
Ecosystem (BCLME) Programme works as a joint
initiative between Angola, Namibia and South Africa,
and incorporates responsibility for fisheries, the
environment, minerals, mines, and petroleum.

The final heading, ‘Lessons learned from implementation of
ecosystem approaches at the national level in developed
states’, examined  successful implementations  of
ecosystems based management, such as the Great Reef
Marine Park in Australia, and the experiences of Palau,
where their cultural emphasis on stewardship of the marine

environment was no longer enough when faced with modern
marine ailments.

A draft Co-Chairs’ text on elements to be suggested to the
General Assembly for consideration was produced at the
meeting. Due to the wide-ranging conversations taking
place, this process was handled by a ‘Friends of the Co-
Chairs Group’, with the aim of making the final day
negotiations more efficient.

As well as outlining the guiding principles of UNICPOLOS,
this text gives a definition of an ecosystems approach,
which, amongst other factors, suggested countries:

Should take into account factors originating
outside the boundaries of the defined management
area that may influence marine ecosystems in the
management area.

Assess the cumulative impacts of multiple
human activities on marine ecosystems.

These points underline the importance of the work being
done by the GPA, emphasising the need to look beyond the
immediate area for potential risks, with land based sources
of pollution being an obvious and significant threat to marine
ecosystems.

Further to this, the text proposed a number of ways in which
to improve the application of ecosystems approaches, which
stated, amongst other suggestions, ‘the need to address
activities and pressures that lead to adverse impacts on
marine ecosystems, including land-based ... pollution, [and]
... dumping’, again stating the central importance of land-
based sources of pollution in the degradation of oceans and
seas.

Picture: Earth News Bulletin

By the close of the meeting, there was the general belief that
progress had been made through the interesting discussions
on the conceptual aspects of ecosystems based
management, and the sharing of a number of highly useful
examples.
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21—27 August 2006 World Water Week

Stockholm, Sweden. Organised by: Stockholm International Water Institute. Contact: sympos@siwi.org

2930 August 2006 Third GEF Assembly 2006

Cape Town, South Africa. Organised by: GEF Secretariat. Contact: assembly@theGEF.org

1—30 September 2006 World Water Congress

Beijing, China. Organised by: International Water Association (IWA). Contact: water@iwahg.org.uk

13—14 October 2006

8th Global Meeting of the Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans
Beijing, China. Organised by: UNEP Regional Seas Programme. Contact: a.muchai@unep.nl

16—20 October 2006

The 2nd Intergovernmental Review (IGR-2) of the Global Plan of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA)
Beijing, China. Organised by: UNEP/GPA Coordination Office. Contact: igr2@unep.nl

27 November—1 December

8th Meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP-8) to the Basel Convention
Nairobi, Kenya. Organised by: Secretariat of the Basel Convention. Contact: sbc@unep.ch

About Stakeholder Forum

About UNEP/GPA

Stakeholder Forum for a Sustainable Future’s mission is to
inform, influence, promote, and advance the implementation of
sustainable development. Stakeholder Forum
fulfils this mission by developing and facilitating
multi-stakeholder processes that engage
stakeholders in the development and
implementation of sustainable development policy.
To support multi-stakeholder processes,
Stakeholder Forum also undertakes activities related to
capacity building, training, and policy development.

Stakeholder Forum is delighted to continue our partnership
with UNEP GPA as we build toward the IGR-2. Stakeholder
Forum is working with UNEP GPA to undertake outreach and
conduct dialogue with stakeholders to ensure that the IGR-2
will gain from the experience and expertise of a broad range of
stakeholders.

For more information visit www.stakeholderforum.org

The GPA was adopted in 1995 by 108 Governments and the

European Commission in response to the increasing threat to
the marine environment from human activities on
land. The

GPA is designed to be a source of conceptual

and practical guidance for national and/or

regional authorities for devising and implementing
sustained action to prevent, reduce, control and/or eliminate
marine degradation from land-based activities.

The United Nations Environment Programme acts as the
secretariat for the GPA. The UNEP/GPA Coordination Office,
located in The Hague, The Netherlands supports the
implementation of the GPA by: promoting and facilitating the
implementation of the GPA at the national level and the
regional and sub-regional level and playing a catalytic role with
other organisations and institutions in the implementation of
the GPA at the international level.

For more information please visit www.gpa.unep.org

For GPA enquiries contact, including information about the Second Intergovernmental Review Meeting, please email

igr2@unep.nl or call +31 70 311 4460.

For further information about Stakeholder Forum or stakeholder dialogues in preparation for the IGR-2, please contact:
jpeer@stakeholderforum.org. If you have been forwarded this newsletter and would like to subscribe to GPA Outreach,

please email jpeer@stakeholderforum.org to subscribe.
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