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 Outreach is the stakeholder news-
letter produced by Stakeholder 
Forum and the SDIN Group 
(ANPED, CI, and ISS). Outreach 
aims to report with attitude, from 
the global scene of sustainability. 

The organizations publishing Out-
reach are not responsible for the 
content of signed articles. Opin-
ions expressed in articles are 
those of the authors. 

Is CSD is digging itself into a whole with no outreach? In a year when the need to communi-
cate with people about the significance of sustainable development is more important than 
any other time in history, governments seem totally uninterested in reaching out.  Are we 
experiencing a conscious effort to bury CSD and its messages? Felix Dodds gives you his an-
swers in this commentary. 

Sustainable Consumption and Production has 

always been and will always be one of the most 

important areas to focus on for lifestyles, for well 

being, for the environment, to fight poverty. But 

why do we find it so difficult to take all those 

individual actions that change our consumption 

patterns? 

I ask as a sinner 

L ŀǎƪ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǎƛƴƴŜǊΩΦ L ǘǊȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ 

ǘƻ Řƻ ΨǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎΩΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ L ŘƻΣ ōǳǘ 

other times I fail, and then I feel bad as I react 

unconsciously in response to the gospel of a 

ΨǘƘƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻƳŜ 

of the more moralistic advocates for sustain-

able consumption are propagating. I under-

ǎǘŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΩ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōǳǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 

us who have been influenced by upbringing, 

society, advertising and TV, I am good at ra-

tionalising away my bad feeling. 

But ς green is sexy! 

This paradox got me thinking: how can we 

ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ΨŎƻƻƭΩ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōƻǊƛƴƎ 

chore? How can we reach out to people all 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нΧ  

Green is Sexy! But not for governments? 
Time to take action on sustainable consumption... 

Food for Thought by Felix Dodds 
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are still used as UN radio is reusing this 

material. Many universities on all conti-

nents are now using it as primer material 

for courses in news. Professional journal-

ists from four developing countries 

worked together with BBC to produce all 

this during CSD and said after words they 

had a great time working together at 

CSD. After CSD they returned to their 

radio stations and have since then pro-

duced numerous other programmes on 

CSD related themes. 

This year, there is nothing!    

Live from the CSD with the BBC and UN 

Radio will not be happening this year 

because none of the 7 task force coun-

tries could find any funding for guaran-

teed BBC-ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ 

of the CSD. And ς almost to add insult to 

injury, 2010 will be the first year at the 

CSD that Outreach is not going to be pro-

duced daily. Again there is no money. It 

seems the daily voice for stakeholders is 

not a priority for governments. It seems 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ Ψ²Ŝ ǘƘŜ tŜƻπ

ǇƭŜǎΩ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ ƛƴ ōƭƛǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ 

over what is happening at CSD. 

Belgium and CI are our heroes! 

So why when it comes to discussing Sus-

ǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ /ƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴπ

ments prepared to fund media outreach 

explaining what being sustainable means 

and what people can do? 

How serious are we about our role in 

promoting SCP? The Green is Sexy team 

is doing their bit, but I wonder are we? 

But yet again we talk to ourselves at CSD 

and not the outside world. And when 

CSD is over, we say that CSD is not going 

anywhere. Perhaps because we do not 

allow it go anywhere? 

We want to thank the government of 

Belgium and Consumers International for 

the funds that enable us to produce a 

few issues during this CSD.  

over with this important message from 

CSD?  I looked around the web to see 

what was out there on SCP and there 

are some great sites produced by green 

groups. I read and looked at many and 

was greatly inspired. 

Then I came across ΨDǊŜŜƴ ƛǎ {ŜȄȅΩ ΗΗΗ 

The site is aimed at normal everyday 

consumers in North America showing 

Ƙƻǿ ΨŎƻƻƭΩ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ 

wasteful consumption patterns. The site 

is written in an easy manner and is tar-

geting a young audience.  Of course the 

question is; do we have time for this 

piecemeal approach to change con-

ǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎΚ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƛǎ ΨȅŜǎΩΦ 

Ψ/ŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƻ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ 

succeed.  Didi, Megan and Rachel are 

doing their bit every day. And this brings 

me to those of us here at the UN CSD. 

Who knows about SCP? 

Serious efforts by governments on SCP 

started in 1993. The last ten years seven 

government-run task-forces on various 

SCP issues have worked diligently to 

produce studies, analyse trends all with 

the aim of changing our patterns on 

production and consumption to a more 

sustainable one. This CSD is all about 

these results, and we look forward to 

hearing and understanding the results 

from these task forces. But then I ask, 

during this time, these ten years, how 

much media coverage have they 

achieved? What have they done to 

reach out to explain their thoughts and 

ideas to ordinary people? What are the 

ideas for change that come from these 

task forces? How should we all work to 

change? What do we need to do and 

what would our lives look like personally 

and collectively? 

I ask these questions for a number of 

reasons but I have one that I in particu-

lar want to share with you. 

 

Have governments stifled the BBC? 

Last year at CSD, there was a successful 

engagement with the BBC and UN Radio 

to get the message from CSD out to a 

Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƻƻŘ ƻƭΩ ǊŀŘƛƻ 

waves, 40 radio programmes were pro- 

duced and listened to by millions and 

millions of people. The content from 

CSD, from round-tables, from interviews 

with delegates, civil society and experts, 

were picked up and used by local radio 

stations, reached news programmes, 

and used as background for commentar-

ies all over the world. The programmes 
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CƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά/έ ƛƴ {/t 
By Bjarne Pedersen 

Director of Operations, Consumers International 

it is evident that there is a large appe-
tite for SCP and an understanding of 
the concepts -- but also very big chal-
lenges in incorporating SCP in policy 
frameworks, dealing with less than 
helpful subsidies, the financing of SCP, 
and information to consumers. In 
other words, dealing with the incon-
venient fact that the globalised mar-
ketplace in 2010 is still based on in-
creasing consumption (no matter the 
kind of consumption) as a means to 
achieving economic growth.  

The consequence for consumers 
The consequences of what proponents 
of SCP see as an outmoded approach 
to consumption will become increas-
ingly serious if they are not understood 
and addressed. The obstacles 
(financial, economic, technological, 
ideological, cultural and cognitive) 
must also be identified and addressed. 
The Commission on Sustainable Devel-
opment, as a key part of the review of 
progress, and in the discussion of poli-
cies to ensure progress, is one of the 
best places to consider overcoming 
these obstacles before it is too late. 
What does all this mean from the con-
sumer/citizen point of view? For Con-
sumers International, sustainable con-
sumption (SC) is about citizens taking 
responsibility as consumers for the 
impact of the goods and services they 
purchase. It is about consuming in an 
economically, socially and environmen-

At the last WSSD in 2002 there was uni-
versal recognition that unsustainable 
patterns of consumption have serious 
environmental and social impacts world-
wide. It was agreed that, to achieve sus-
tainable development, governments, 
business and civil society organisations 
need to work together to reduce the 
impact of our consumption. This chal-
lenge is at the very core of the CSD proc-
ess and reflects the importance of con-
sumption within the SCP concept.  

Where is SCP at CSD 18 
So where are we with SCP here at CSD 
18? It is clear that social and environ-
mental trends have worsened since the 
United Nations Conference on Environ-
ment and Development in 1992. It is 
equally clear that part of the problem is 
increasingly unsustainable production 
and consumption patterns and the un-
even pressures of globalisation. The 
global stakeholders in SCP have moved 
forward via the Marrakech process (the 
UN platform through which stake-
holders and governments discuss SCP 
programmes) to try and address this 
unwanted trend. This has produced a 
third draft of the 10 year framework of 
programmes (10YFP) and the establish-
ment of seven Marrakech Task Forces. 
These country-led groups have launched 
voluntary initiatives with north-south, 
multi-stakeholder participation, focus-
ing on key issue areas such as lifestyles, 
education and cooperation with Africa. 
Overall it is envisaged that the 10YFP 
will be implemented (or maybe rather 

come to fruition) after CSD 19 -- from 
2012 to 2022. 

Progress is too slow 
These are encouraging steps forward, 
but they are not enough. Progress has 
been too slow and an outsider to this 
process could reasonably ask what has 
really been achieved between 2002 and 
now? A question that we think is key to 
this review session at CSD 18. Consum-
ers International would point to some 
progress in the implementation of the 
UN guidelines for consumer protection, 
section G on sustainable consumption 
and production in response to this ques-
tion. And, indeed, the Marrakech Task 
Forces have proved valuable in demon-
strating concrete and actionable steps 
that can be taken to implement SCP. 
However it is equally clear that there is 
a lack of real innovation and (political) 
will in terms of implementation and 
development of progressive SCP poli-
cies.  

Africa on SCP at CSD 18 
As noted in the report of the regional 
implementation meeting for Africa sub-
ƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ /{5 ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ ά¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 
challenges and constraints in the devel-
opment and implementation of sustain-
able consumption and production pro-
grammes and act ivit ies in-
clude...inadequate policies, strategies 
and legislation on sustainable consump-
tion and production, and poor enforce-
ƳŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŜȄƛǎǘέ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
review reports submitted to this session 

The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in 2002 stated in the JPOI, (the Johannesburg Plan of Implemen-
ǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ LLLύΥ άCǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ 
Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ .ƧŀǊƴŜ tŜŘŜǊǎŜƴ ƻŦ /LΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {/t Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƻ 
the outside world. Although some progress has been made, more must be achieved. This CSD is crucial in building credi-
bility for the SCP issues. 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пΧ  
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ά/L ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘπ
ent global campaigning 
voice for consumers. 

With over 220 member 
organisations in 115 

countries, we are build-
ing a powerful interna-
tional consumer move-

ment to help protect and 
empower consumers 
ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦέ 

lenges that we have. They also go a long 

way in showing that this issue is relevant 

and a priority for all - not just developing 

versus developed country issue.  

Do governments have courage? 

The big question, of course, is whether 

the governments at CSD 18 and 19 will 

have the courage and political will to 

move this agenda forward. They will 

need to take difficult decisions to enable 

the mainstreaming of SCP.  But Consum-

ers International believe they can do this 

if they approach SCP as integral to  devel-

opment based on poverty reduction, so-

cial fairness, green growth and global and 

intergenerational equity. By the 14 May 

we will know part of the answer to this 

question, and hopefully our governments 

will have at least made it over the start-

ing line. From CSD 19 we need an ambi-

tious, clear and actionable framework of 

programmes on SCP, but for now we 

need our governments to show will, 

courage and commitment in addressing 

unsustainable consumption and produc-

tion.  

comprehensive set of policies ranging 

from basic consumer protection - such 

as full and fair information about prod-

ucts and services - to policies that en-

sure fair and sustainable access to con-

sumption in areas such as energy, wa-

ter, transport and health care.  

Not less, but fair 

It should be noted that SC does not 

merely translate into less consumption 

but rather fairer, less resource intensive 

consumption. This need is already ap-

parent in most developed countries, 

with varying degrees of public aware-

ness. Developing countries have the 

opportunity to avoid many of the prob-

lems associated with Western consump-

tion by addressing sustainability now in 

ways which are consistent with develop-

ment needs. This will help promote a 

development path with an emphasis on 

fairness, environmental protection and 

social and intergenerational equity. 

From a consumer rights point of view, 

this is crucial in the fight for universal 

access to the satisfaction of basic needs. 

In order to successfully make the transi-

tion to more sustainable consumption 

and production patterns, it needs to be 

recognised that SCP is not only a techni-

cal or economic issue. Rather, methods 

of consumption have deep roots in the 

social and cultural context of a society. 

Taking this systems approach to map-

ping values in sustainable consumption 

should include key stakeholders, par-

ticularly consumers, governments, civil 

society organisations, workers and in-

dustry. 

Can CSD deliver on SCP? 

The global focus on SCP that CSD 18 

presents is an indication of the growing 

concerns about the need to change the 

course of unsustainable growth. How-

ever, disagreements on priorities for 

development, consumer apathy, re-

gional and cultural differences, poverty 

and low political will are all major chal-

lenges to securing a new model of con-

sumption. Can CSD 18 and 19 deliver 

this? The latest regional reports submit-

ted to this CSD certainly give encourage-

ment for the review year in terms of 

being able to identify the main chal-


