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Tim Jackson arrives at C3B

Read what he has to say about surviving consumerism!

Interview by Victoria W. Thoresen
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continues along the same path as before, but only superficially moc
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He was speaking aRethinking prosperity: ¥f 2 dzZNA a KX Fa KS Lzl
Forging alternatives to consumerisra side O3S 2F O2yadzYSNRaYc
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Community, UNESCO and the Swedish gov-

ernment. What might bring about a significant

L . ) hange that will accelerate the transition
Rushing in from a meeting on Rio+20, ant? g

on his way to another, Jackson, the Econo 0 sustainable consumption and produc-
ics Commissioner of the U.K. Sustainable ] ]

Development Commission, spoke in referdal yé& ylLaae 0KAy3a
ence to his recent publicationProsperity lapse of the ecosystem, a severe resource
Without GrowtH Throughout our interview, crunch, devastating climate change. But
Jackson stressed the urgency of transformwe have the chance to achieve significant
ing the dominating consumer culture into aOKIl y3S @A UK2dzu adzOK
culture of genuine community. Mr Jacksoncontinued by describing the importance of

envisions a community where people can
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needed to ensure that SCP is taken
seriously on the agenda. This leader-
ship, according to Jackson, should
come from the UN, as well as from
NEIA2YIlE YR yIF A2
groundswell of concerned individu-
als is essential to bring about a tip-
ping point to accelerate the transi-
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When asked about political will,
Jackson responded by explaining
that will cannot be manufactured; it
has to emerge as a result of con-
certed efforts and commitments by
individuals who believe in change,
have hope, and use their influence
to support institutions which clearly

We have created consumers
who are at odds with being truly
humart who are not whole beings.

The motivation for change lies latent
in people who care about family, love
and meaningful relationships.

It is already there.
It needs to be channeled.

work for a sustainable future.

What would the change to a culture

of sustainability entail?

Mr Jackson called for a paradigm
shift which would allow for the ful-

fillment of the basic needs of all. He
explained this by referring to the

potential security threat which un-

sustainable consumption poses, and
an overexaggerated understanding

of needsin the global North. Jackson
described the excessive material
aspirations of present society as un-
tenable as we continue to use con-
sumption to express our social
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with genuine community which pro-
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plained.

What can motivate a change away
from excessive consumerism?
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are at odds with being truly
humart who are not whole beings.
The motivation for change lies latent
in people who care about family,
love and meaningful relationships. It
is already there. It needs to be
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